FAST FACTS
• The Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway received federal
designation from the U.S. Federal Highway Administration in
September 2005.
• America’s Byways are a collection of 150 byways across the United
States recognized for their special qualities. A guide to these unique
roadways is available at www.byways.org.
• To qualify, a byway must have at least one of six intrinsic qualities for
the visitor to experience – nature, recreation, scenery, culture, history,
or archaeology. While the Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway
has all six, our primary focus is nature, history and archaeology.
• Byways are routes that provide visitors a chance to get off the
Interstate, slow their pace, and experience real, authentic America.
• The mission of the Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway is to
provide a living museum without walls that will enhance people’s
experience of the nature, history, archaeology and other intrinsic
qualities of the byway, while providing and maintaining unique
recreational and educational experiences for visitors and residents,
and sustaining local communities’ economies and quality of life.
• Our National Scenic Byway designation was achieved and continues
to be successful because of a collaborative, grassroots effort involving
10 counties, over 40 communities and multiple partners including
government, private sector business, tourism, economic development,
ecological and nature-oriented groups, and many others.
• Key supporting partners have included The Heartland Partnership,
Peoria Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, Ottawa Visitors Center,
The Nature Conservancy, Illinois Office of Tourism, Illinois River
Coordinating Council, former Congressman Ray LaHood’s office (now
Secretary of Transportation), Governor Pat Quinn’s office, Tri-County
Regional Planning Commission, North Central Illinois Council of
Governments, Community Foundation of Central Illinois, and
Ducks Unlimited.

• Primary community partners, also known as Gateway Communities,
include Peoria, Havana, Ottawa, Pekin, Princeton, and Canton. Portal
Community partners include Lewistown, Manito, Henry, Chillicothe,
Streator, Marseilles, Lacon and East Peoria. Additional supporting
communities include DePue and Utica.
• Awarded over $1 million in state and federal grants for byway
development and enhancement projects.
• Projects being completed with funding:
• Interpretive Master Plan
• Interpretive and marketing materials and programs
• Award-winning website
• Signage and way-finding enhancements
• Kiosks and other interpretive connections throughout the byway
• Video Byway Tour
• Interest, site-specific and regional marketing initiatives
• Economic Development Study
• Small Business Outreach
• Expansion Feasibility Study
• Benefits to the local region:
• Increased visitors and economic impact from visitor expenditures
• Increased awareness of Illinois River and surrounding attributes
• Small business and rural development
• Employee and employer recruitment and retention
• Increased quality of life through tourism development

www.illinoisriverroad.org
www.byways.org
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